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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   Fern Beathard , Secretary
740-835-6491                                      (740)634-2799               

dharsh1958@yahoo.com                       overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com
              
             

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, , Co Chair
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645

jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                               740-851-9127

                 740-634-2470                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net
p  jhunny@bright.net                                                                

    SOFA meeting minutes MAY 2018

Our May meeting was called to order by Dana at 6 pm.  There were approximately 40 members in attendance!!! A 

brief meeting took place at the Speyside Bourbon Cooperage just prior to a tour of the facility.

Dana reported an e-mail he and I received regarding Camp Canopy.  Jeremy Scherf, Director, said he would be glad 

to provide a program for us about the camp.

We proceeded on our tour of the cooperage led by Debbie and Edwardo, Office Administrator and Manager of the 

plant. The plant has been producing white oak barrels for 2 years.  They purchase trees for their lumber from Ohio 

Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and more. The process was demonstrated by the working crews as they were in full operation 

during our tour. There is no waste from the process as they chip and burn all scrap year-round to produce steam for heating 

the buildings and drying lumber. Their barrels are sold directly to distilleries worldwide. After an hour long tour was 

concluded, there was time for Q and A.  Much serious and humorous discussion ensued.

Our outing was brought to a close by Dana with a presentation of a lovely birdhouse to our tour guides.

Our group then proceeded to the Ponderosa restaurant where we enjoyed a nice meal and shared a birthday cake 

provided by Kate for Jon Hillger's 50th birthday!  He doesn't look a day over 30!

Wooden "Carpenter Bee traps" were passed around and discussion of how they were constructed and the theory of 

how they worked followed.

Betsy Pierson brought the treated clothing back for those who chose to try a relatively new method of remaining 

"tick free" in the woods this year.

Betsy announced the upcoming delivery of a beautiful plaque to PJ and Joe Gordy for their numerous contributions

to SOFA.  They have been inspiring, delightful, and knowledgeable members of our group since its inception.

Hope to see them and everyone else at our next meeting.

Happy Trails - Fern



 
S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Athens
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR Forester
Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us
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Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

June 14th............................Marketing Your Timber
July 21st (Saturday)...........King Family Farm Tour
August 9th..........................Annual Planning Meeting
September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)
October 11th.......................Forestry to Family Room
November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest
December 13th...............Annual Meeting and Dinner

A Day in the Woods Tentative Program Schedule for 2018

February 5, 2018 
by David Apsley 

June 8th – Breeding Birds. 8 am start time to enhance bird view opportunities. Vinton 
Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Start the day exploring the Vinton     
Furnace for song birds. Learn to ID by song. Learn about breeding bird ecology and 
the important role that breeding birds play.

July 13th – Tree & Shrub Identification. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Location to be determined. 
Registration fee $12. Learn the basics of Tree and shrub identification with a focus 
on leaves and summer characteristics.

August 10th – Introduction to Woodland Stewardship Opportunities. 9 am to 3:30 pm. 
Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. This program will focus on 
techniques and resources available to enhance your woodland resources.

September 14th – Timber Harvesting. 9 am to 3:30 pm. Zaleski State Forest– Zaleski CCC
Camp. Registration fee $12. Visit an active or recently closed timber sale. Learn how
to make sure that your timber harvest is compatible with the goals that you have for 
your woodland.

October 12th – Fall Treasures in Your Woodland. Fungi, Lichens and more… 9 am to 
3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Explore the forest in 
search of fungi, lichens and other organisms that are present in the fall. Learn about 
the ecology and function of these often overlooked organisms.

November 9th – Understanding Woodland Wildlife Habitat & Critters that Rely on it. 
9 am to 3:30 pm. Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee $12. Learn about the 
various woodland wildlife habitats that can be found in Appalachian Ohio. Discover 
techniques that you can use to monitor the habitat in your woods.

A SATURDAY in the WOODS – Family Event. Date to be Determined. Noon to 9:30 pm.
Vinton Furnace State Forest. Registration fee to be determined. We have not worked 
out the details yet, but we are planning to offer a Saturday event kids from 1 to 100. 
This event will provide multiple opportunities to explore the forest and its       
inhabitants. We hope to end the day with a night program focusing on night skies and
nocturnal animals.

EVER WONDER ....

 Why the sun lightens our hair, but
darkens our skin?

 Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic
Wins Lottery'?

 Why is 'abbreviated' such a long word?

Why is it that Doctors call what they do
'practice'?

 

Did You Know.......
There are more chickens than people in the world.

There's no Betty Rubble in the Flintstones Chewable Vitamins.
An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain.

Butterflies taste with their feet.
There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar.
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Wilderness Wandering by Bill Plotkin   

Wandering in nature is perhaps the most essential soulcraft practice for contemporary Westerners 

who have wandered so far from nature. . . .

   The Wanderer allows plenty of time to roam in wild nature, and roam alone. Maybe you start out on a trail, but if the 

landscape allows, it won't be long before you wander off the beaten track. Because you are stalking a surprise, you attend to 

the world of hunches and feelings and images as much as you do to the landscape. 

   . . . You will get good at wandering, good at allowing your initial agenda to fall away as you pick up new tracks, scents, and 

possibilities. You will smile softly to yourself over the months and years of wanderings as you notice how you have changed, 

how you have slowed down inside. 

   Through your wanderings, you cultivate a sensibility of wonder and surprise, rekindling the innocence that got buried in 

your adolescent rush to become somebody in particular. Now you seek to become nobody for a while, to disappear into the 

woods so that the person you really are might find you. [1]

And so, I encourage each of you: Go to a place in nature where you can walk freely and alone.

   If you can, find some place where human impact is minimal. But if you're not able to travel to wilderness, visit a 

neighborhood park or tree-lined street where you can walk safely. Tell someone where you will be and how long you expect 

to be there. Take adequate water and clothing for the conditions. (If you are unable to walk, sit in a place where you can gaze

at nature and move within your imagination, your inner vision.)

Begin your wandering by finding a threshold (perhaps an arched branch overhead or a narrow passage between rocks). Here

offer a voiced prayer of your intention and desire for this time. Step across the threshold quite deliberately and, on this side 

of your sacred boundary, speak no words, but watch and listen for God's presence.

   Let the land, plants, and creatures lead your feet and eyes. Let yourself be drawn, rather than walking with a destination or 

purpose in mind. If you are called to a particular place or thing, stop and be still, letting yourself be known and know, 

through silent communion with the Other. Before you leave, offer some gesture or token of gratitude for the gift nature has 

given you.

   When it is time to return to the human world, find your threshold again and cross over—and now you have learned to 

watch for God in all things.

A Note on Our Presentation “Marketing your Timber”
By Wayne Oney

   One of the factors we all should consider when purchasing and managing our woodlands is the fact the timber growing on our
property can be treated as an investment.  How well that investment appreciates in value is in part up to us and the decisions 
we make as landowners.  Like any commodity,  the timber value is affected by our local market but we can influence and add to
the our investment by how well we market or present our product when it is up for sale. At this month's program I will attempt to 
provide examples of good and bad marketing. 
   Those attending will be asked to participate as buyers and sellers of items to show how decisions can affect the bottom line. 
At the end of the evening be prepared to actually bid on a few items.  The successful bidder will be asked to pay for their goods
with all proceeds going to the SOFA scholarship fund.

It's so hot
.....the cows are giving evaporated milk.

.....farmers are feeding their chickens crushed ice to keep them from laying boiled eggs.
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     Tensions intensify in forestry debate   by     Marion Renault     Columbus Dispatch

Without a sound, Bill Tipton unclasped his hands to reach down and trace the rings of a stump where a tree long loomed in Shawnee 
State Forest — at least 80 years, by his quick count.

This winter, loggers stripped the trees from this forest patch for timber. In their place, piles of fallen trees and the occasional trash now 
litter a mostly bald hill streaked by paths for logging equipment and 18-wheel semitrailers.

Tipton, a local forest advocate, gave one word for how he felt surveying the site. “Sick,” he said. “Will something grow back? 
Absolutely. But it will be different.”

In Ohio and across the country, political clashes have renewed debate over whether industry and conservation can co-exist on public 
lands — from national treasures such as Bears Ears National Monument in Utah to swaths of Ohio’s Shawnee State Forest.

In the past few years, plans to log and frack in Ohio’s state and national forests have drawn the ire of environmentalists who are calling 
on officials to prioritize biodiversity, recreation and carbon sequestration in public wild spaces. Ohio ranks 14th among the 50 states for private 
forestland, according to state and federal data, with some 88 percent of its woodlands owned privately. Ohio lands in the bottom third nationally 
for both its total acreage of forestland and its share of public forests.

State officials are mandated by law to manage the 200,000 acres spawned by Ohio state forests for a range of uses such as recreation, 
wildlife habitat, soil and water protection and sustainable timber production.

Rampant ecological threats — climate change and invasive species chief among them — have only exacerbated the pressure. “There’s so 
little public land in Ohio and so much demand for it. Everyone’s guarding their piece of it,” said Bill Stanley, director of conservation for the 
Nature Conservancy in Ohio and a member of ODNR’s Forest Advisory Council.

Division of Forestry Deputy Chief Greg Guess said Ohio’s 21 state forests are managed to suit a range of uses. “They’re not just for 
recreation. They’re not just for timber management. They’re not for one use over the other,” Guess said.

In the past decade, the General Revenue Fund has appropriated less and less money to the Forestry Division — down a third from 
$7,169,125 in 2008 to $4,755,587 in 2017. Yet in 2017, the division raked in more revenue, about $5,080,000, from its timber harvest.
ODNR spokeswoman Stephanie Leis said that even as the state’s management plans have called for smaller harvests, current lumber markets have 
helped logging revenue almost double in the past 10 years. The state cleared about 2,600 acres in 2014 and only 1,600 last year.
“They spend more time on those activities (like timber sales) that will keep their budget balanced,” Stanley said. “It’s always been somewhat of an
issue, but it’s become more pronounced.”

While 35 percent of the money from timber sales returns to the forestry department, the remainder is divided among programs, schools 
and local governments in the counties where logging takes place. Guess said the timber harvest in state forests is primarily guided by forest health.
The state avoids certain areas because of wildlife, water quality or recreation concerns and requires contracted loggers to have certain forestry 
training and, in some cases, use specialized equipment to minimize impact. “We don’t set out to create X amount of dollars. We set out to do the 
right thing for the forest,” Guess said. That hasn’t warded off controversy.

Since 2016, the Bureau of Land Management has auctioned off more than 2,300 acres of Wayne National Forest for oil and gas fracking 
leases — leading to protests and an ongoing lawsuit filed by a consortium of conservation groups. The state’s forestry division also faced public 
resistance last year when it proposed commercial logging in the Mohican-Memorial State Forest and plans to peel back old-growth protections in 
the forest’s southern half.

In various pockets of Shawnee State Forest, grassroots groups are conducting one-day bioblitzes — dispatching experts and volunteers to
audit and document an area’s rare and threatened biodiversity — in order to build cases against logging proposals. Tipton and other Save Our 
Shawnee Forest members are still holding their breath to see whether their work is enough to undo the state’s postponed plan for an 84-acre timber
sale in the upper portion of the forest’s Rock Run watershed. In that case, the state has indefinitely delayed logging but has yet to finalize an 
independent botanist’s report and make a final decision about the area’s future.

Some, like Dave Ackerman, chairman of the Ohio Sierra Club’s forest and lands committee, has some reservations about the 
effectiveness of public outcry against harvesting in state forests. “They need to increase their logging activity to make up for lost revenue,” 
Ackerman said. “Things like biodiversity tend to get in the way of that.”

Ohio has a storied past with its forests. In the early 1800s, upwards of 95 percent of the state was forested. Within a century, early settlers
stripped the state bald, leaving it with a mere 10 percent forest cover. Today, less than 0.4 percent of forest stands in the state are older than 140 
years, according to ODNR. Debate over how to handle Ohio’s forests is nothing new, Stanley said. But those discussions have heated up as the 
Trump cabinet continues to make symbolic and controversial changes to federal environmental stewardship. In the year since his swearing-in, 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has prioritized mineral and energy production on public lands. Among other steps, he has proposed rolling back 
protections on national monuments and opened portions of the U.S. coast to offshore drilling — parts of Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
“The Department of the Interior is the steward and manager of America’s natural resources, which in addition to national parks and grazing lands 
also includes oil, gas, clean coal, hydro, solar and other renewable energy sources. Being a good steward of our land and resources does not mean 
locking it up,” Zinke wrote in an editorial in the Washington Times last May. Ackerman said he worries that Ohio — with its prolific Utica Shale 
natural gas wells and central geographical position — has emerged as the new, hurricane-free Gulf Coast. “(Industry) sees the gates are open and 
they see everything there for the taking, and they’re going to get every bit they can,” he said.

In a few weeks, a fresh curtain of buds and leaves will hide Shawnee State Forest’s bald spots from the public — many of whom don’t 
realize logging is a legal and common practice there, Tipton said. But wherever he goes in the forest, Tipton said, he can always spot a nearby 
section that’s stripped by harvesting.

“I try to stay positive because this is a beautiful place,” he said. “If I was going to be cynical, I would say our public lands aren’t really 
public land anymore.”

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 
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                                        Presentation of SOFA Plaque to Joe and PJ.....

    Several members, including PJ's two sons, gathered at the Gordy's on a Monday evening for a brief time of sharing 
and a cup of coffee. We surprised them, not only with a visit, but Dana presented them with a plaque that was a joint 
effort between Tim, Betsy, and son Chip, who flew in from California.

    To say the least, they were surprised, and very grateful for the tribute.  Chip had the plaque hung on the wall before 
we left!



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661
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June 14th

Marketing Your Timber

By Wayne Oney

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat what is there.

(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)


